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This disc consolidates most of the files from LSCS-DVD-02 and CD-13 through CD-15 plus 
many new programs and brings the programs and files up to date as of the release date of the 
DVD.

For each program the intent is to provide hotlinks to the source web site, copies of web pages 
with info about the program, as well as the program (with its version number and date of 
download in the form .MMDDYY).

Most programs are freeware.  A few are trialware (limited duration of free use), though I have 
removed most of these.

In addition to programs there are many information files (tips) and references to web sites that 
provide sources of freeware.

Advantages of using these discs as a source of programs:
Programs have been recommended by reliable sources;
They have been downloaded from reliable sources;
Saves download time;
Easy access to the download sites (sometimes the access to the freeware version is not easy to 
find);

Useful LSCS-DVD-03 programs (used by the assembler of this disc).  The usefulness of others depends your needs and interests:
--
1.1 Belarc Advisor at LSCS-DVD-03\SystemEvaluators\Belarc provides a lot of useful info about a computer.  There other programs that 
provide more info but Belarc provides enough for most people.  It tells you about your hardware (like if you have a spare slot for more 
RAM memory), whether you have all the Windows updates you need, and identifies all your software programs.  While the version on the 
DVD will be the latest as of the release date of the DVD, and will tell you about your hardware and software, newer versions will have 
more recent info about Windows Updates.
--
1.2 Free Download Manager at LSCS-DVD-03\Download Managers\Free Download Manager.  An important feature of this type of 
program is its ability to complete a download even though the connection to the source of the program is unreliable.

As you would guess, I have been downloading a lot of files to bring those on LSCS-DVD-03 up to date.  I use Free Download Manager for 
this.  One of the things I have done several times is to locate the file to be downloaded, start the download to the desired destination folder 
via Free Download Manager, let the download run for a minute, and then stop the download.  I would do this for as many files as I had time 
for.  Then I would select all the files waiting to finish downloading and start the download.  I would mark the program to shut down the 
computer when finished (via the menu item Tools), and go to bed.  In the morning I would find the computer off and most if not all of the 
downloads complete.  Each downloaded file makes available the folder the download went to (right-click the item in the list of downloaded 
files), so I can check the download and append the file name to identify the date of the download.
But when I set the download sites to be in my Trusted sites list (Internet Explorer 6 menu item Tools, Security tab, Trusted sites choice, 
Sites button, add a web address in the bar, Add button, OK button) the downloads would not complete.  When I removed the sites from the 
list, the downloads completed as before.
--
1.3 Ccleaner at LSCS-DVD-03\UninstallAids\Ccleaner really makes it easy to remove junk files.  I especially run it before creating a 
backup image.  Running it before doing a scan for spyware saves the reporting of cookies.  
--
1.4 AusLogics Disk Defrag at LSCS-DVD-03\Defrag\Auslogics Disk Defrag seems to work faster than the WinXP Defrag.  I also run it 
before creating a backup image.
--
1.5 Registry cleaners are considered off limits by some but I have been editing the Registry for years.  Plus I have copies of the Registry in 
my backup images.  Before creating a backup image I run:
EasyCleaner v10.01.238 at LSCS-DVD-03\Registry\EasyCleaner.
JVRegCleanr  v4.3 b780 at LSCS-DVD-03\Registry\JVRegCleaner4.3.0.780.
RegScrubXP v3.25 at LSCS-DVD-03\Registry\RegScrubXP.
RegSeeker v1.5.5 at LSCS-DVD-03\Registry\RegSeeker 1.55.

There are better Registry cleaners than these free ones but I settle for free.  I've tried some other free ones that did not find any additional 



problems after running the above 4.  I will be checking more programs at LSCS-DVD-03\Registry to see if I should add to my list.
--
1.6 Do you know about SnagIt?  I have been using this program for years.  I bought version 5 (for my Win98 system) and was allowed to 
upgrade it to version 6 for free, and was able to install it on my WinXP system.  Recently I learned of a free version (older than the current 
version but newer than my v6) at LSCS-DVD-03\FileManagers\SnagIt.  I am trying it now, and it works pretty much like my previous 
version, but probably has more features/modes.
SnagIt allows capturing text from the screen (the list of programs on the club CDs and DVD - see [ http://www.lscs.us/cds-dvds.htm ] for 
examples), and graphic images - it has many capture modes.
--
1.7 About Open Office:  The current version, 2.3.1, a 122,942 KB file, at LSCS-DVD-03\OfficeSuites\OpenOffice (unless a newer version 
comes out before the DVD is finished).  I sometimes use this program because it can open some files my normal programs cannot, and it 
can convert some documents to .pdf.
--
2.1 Unlocker was mentioned at "8. About moving files:" in the 12-13-07 newsletter (LSCS-DVD-03\UninstallAids\Unlocker\.  I am finding 
it a real aid as I move folders of files from one place to another.  This could apply to anyone who organizes their My Documents folders. 
So often the move will be successful but a copy of the moved folder will remain in its original position with a warning about it being "in use 
by another process."  With the Unlocker Assistant enabled, the folder can be deleted without a restart or Log0off/LogOn cycle.

Also it can aid the deletion of files that WinXP normally blocks removal.  While I used it to delete "D:\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.IE5\index.dat" I had to restart my system to continue operation. The target file was then replaced with a small file.
--
2.2 AVS Disc Creator has been my DVD disc burning program since May of 2007 - LSCS-DVD-03\DVDBurning\AVS_Disc_Creator.  Its 
layout seems a lot like the Easy CD Creator that came with my WinXP system, but it DOES work with my Lite-On DVD drive (LITE-ON 
DVDRW SOHW-1673S) that I added as a replacement for the DVD reader that came with the computer.  (The version of Nero that came 
with the DVD writer was defective.)
--
2.3 IrfanView is my default program associated with all graphic file types except .bmp.  And I have IrfanView in my right-click menu in 
case I want to open a .bmp file with it.  LSCS-DVD-03\Graphics\iview410_setup.110607.exe is currently the latest version.  While this 
program is a handy graphic file viewer it has a lot of other features.  I often use it to crop a graphic image to select just the part of an image 
I want.  Plus I use it to convert a graphic to an icon.  IrfanView can make some adjustments to colors and can convert to grayscale and to 
black and white.
--
2.4 rjhExtensions has been around a long time but it still works under WinXP.  LSCS-DVD-03\TweakTools\rjhExtensions\rjhextensions.
100607.zip, when opened and executed adds choices to the right-click menu.  The choice I use almost exclusively is "Path to Clipboard." 
But others may find use of its "Shred File" or "Encrypt File" or other features.  The access to the program via Start, Programs allows 
adjustment of the number of right-click choices it adds.
--
2.5 7-Zip at LSCS-DVD-03\ZipPrograms\7-Zip is often suggested as the free alternative to non-free WinZip that I use.  I bought WinZip 
years ago, so continue to use it - I had used it for free for so many years that I felt I owed it to the company to pay for it.  Zip programs can 
be used to create backups of data files and folders.
--
2.6 AVG Antivirus at LSCS-DVD-03\Antivirus\AVG is suggested by many references as a good program.  I have been using it for several 
years as has LSCS.
--
2.7 Metapad is a Notepad.exe replacement that I have been using since my Win98 days.  LSCS-
DVD-03\NotepadAlternatives\Metapad3.5.1 has a zip file containing metapad.exe.  What I have done is do a search for all instances of 
Notepad.exe in my Windows partition, extract metapad.exe from the zip file, rename it Notepad.exe, right-click Copy, and right-click 
"Replace" this file into all folders where the search found Notepad.exe.  Actually, before making the above substitutions, I did a right-click, 
Copy C:\WINDOWS\system32\notepad.exe, pasted that copy into the same folder, and renamed the copy notepad.orig.exe.  That way I still 
had a copy of the WinXP version of Notepad.exe for comparison with the Metapad version.

I use this program's menu item Edit, "Find" and "Replace" frequently, and Edit, "Convert Selected" often.  Pre-WinXP Notepad.exe has a 
problem with large files.  Metapad has not had such a problem in my experience.
--
3.1 Ad-Aware at LSCS-DVD-03\SpywareProtection\AdAware is one of the anti-spyware programs I use.  Before I run it I update it and run 
Ccleaner to get rid of cookies that Ad-Aware is likely to object to (but which will come back anyway).
--
3.2 Spybot at LSCS-DVD-03\SpywareProtection\Spybot is the only other antispyware program I use regularly.  I have tried AVG Anti-
Spyware at LSCS-DVD-03\SpywareProtection\AVG - need to try it again sometime.
--
3.3 Drive Image 2002 is the imaging-type backup program I use (LSCS-DVD-03\Backup\DriveImage2002).  There is a newer version at 
LSCS-DVD-03\Backup\Drive Image 7.03 that might have fewer limitations than DI02, and a version of Acronis True Image at "LSCS-
DVD-03\Backup\Acronis True Image," neither of which have I tried.  As long as what I have does what I need, I don't feel like trying 



something else.  But if you don't have an imaging backukp program, you might try one of these.  Smart Computing regularly addresses 
problems readers submit that call for really complicated solutions.  Restoring from an image is really easy.
--
3.4 eCleaner at LSCS-DVD-03\Editors\eCleaner removes undesired formatting characters from copied text.  While thisprogram  is pretty 
old, it still works with WinXP, and I find it very useful.  When you have text that wraps to the next line at places other than at the end of a 
paragraph, eCleaner will remove those invisible "Newline" characters.  (Be sure the period at the end of the last line of a paragraph has no 
(also invisible) space characters after it to avoid having the next sentence added to that paragraph.)
--
3.5 Netscape Messenger that comes with LSCS-DVD-03\Browsers\Netscape4.8 is the email program I normally use.  An oldie but does 
what I need.  While the program comes with a browser, it is too old to be useful.  I also use Outlook Express 6 to access messages in my 
Gmail Inbox, partly because Gmail explained how to set up OE with my dial-up ISP account.
--
3.6 FolderSize (LSCS-DVD-03\FileManagers\Folder Size) modifies Windows Explorer to show the total number of KB in each folder. 
Normally you have to right-click, Properties a folder to find this info.
--
3.7 Foxit Reader at LSCS-DVD-03\PDF\FoxItReader allows the reading of .pdf files (like LSCS's NewsBytes), though it may not have all 
the features of Adobe Acrobat Reader (LSCS-DVD-03\PDF\AcrobatReader), it does not require 100 MB of C-Drive space, does not have 
to be installed, is not always asking to check for updates, and just does the job most people have for viewing PDF files.
--
3.8 ResizeEnable (LSCS-DVD-03\TweakTools\ResizeEnable) allows dialog boxes that are not resizable to be resized.  Sometimes those 
boxes are too small to let you see their entire contents.
--
3.9 TASK LIST PROGRAMS is a reference that can tell you how essential some of the programs that are running in the background are.  I 
keep a shortcut to "LSCS-DVD-03\StartupServices\TASK LIST PROGRAMS" handy so I can check the value of the programs running at 
right-click the Taskbar, Task Manager, Processes tab.  For instance BCMSMMsg.exe is there, and B.HTM says about this: 
"Recommendation :   Essential to the proper functioning of your modem - Leave alone."  On the other hand, A.HTM says "Our advice, 
therefore, is to disable this task from starting..."  It goes on to say that this does not stop AVG Antivirus from doing its protection job.
--
4.1 JkDefrag at G:\LSCS-DVD-03\Defrag\JkDefrag is another defrag program I use with my WinXP system.  Its packing is different than 
"1.4 AusLogics Disk Defrag" in that it seems to consolidate data into a contiguous area better.
--
4.2 Media Player Classic at LSCS-DVD-03\MediaPlayers\Media Player Classic is what I use because the Windows Media Player on my 
computer has always produced bad sounding music.
--
4.3 PartitionMagic at LSCS-DVD-03\PartitionManagers\PartitionMagic7 is what I use to partition my hard drives without loss of data. 
This is the version I bought years ago and since found it as a free download.  When I looked for it at the same web site, it was no longer 
offered but version 8 was there, so LSCS-DVD-03\PartitionManagers\PartitionMagic8 is also on the DVD.  I have not used v8, but it 
probably has advantages over v7.

When you want to divide your hard drive, say to have your documents on a partition separate from your operating system, this program can 
do it.  Installed, PM7 allows creation of boot disks that allow partitioning a hard drive without PM being installed.
--
4.4 HijackThis at LSCS-DVD-03\SpywareProtection\HijackThis is kind of a geek tool that allows finding malware and removal of it.  It 
also allows removal of files that should not be removed, so be careful of its powers.
--
4.5 InfraRecorder at LSCS-DVD-03\DVDBurning\InfraRecorder was the program specified for burning an ISO file to a CD.  It worked, I 
could boot to the CD I had created, and try a version of Linux.  But normally I use 2.2 AVS Disc Creator for my disc burning (LSCS-
DVD-03\DVDBurning\AVS_Disc_Creator).
--
This is just the beginning of this section.  More of this info will be in future issues of the Grich Newsletter:
LSCS-DVD-03\Newsletters\G.RichardsNewsletter.
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